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<DIV ALIGN=\"LEFT\">\
<FONT FACE=\"Times New Roman\" SIZE=\"3\">56</FONT><FONT FACE=\"Arial\" SIZE=\"3\">               </FONT><FONT FACE=\"Times New Roman\" SIZE=\"3\">THE ARMIES OF</FONT><BR>\
</DIV>\
<DIV ALIGN=\"JUSTIFY\">\
<FONT FACE=\"Times New Roman\" SIZE=\"3\">the women workers of Massachusetts who first<BR>forced the legislature to investigate labor condi- <BR>tions and who aroused public sentiment to a pitch<BR>that finally compelled the enactment of laws for<BR>the bettering of their conditions. When the mill<BR>owners in Massachusetts demanded in 1846 that<BR>their weavers tend four looms instead of three, the<BR>women promptly resolved that \"we will not tend<BR>a fourth loom unless we receive the same pay per<BR>piece as on three. . . . This we most solemnly<BR>pledge ourselves to obtain.\"</FONT><BR>\
</DIV>\
<DIV ALIGN=\"JUSTIFY\">\
<FONT FACE=\"Times New Roman\" SIZE=\"3\">In New York, in 1845, the Female Industry<BR>Association was organized at a large meeting<BR>held in the court house. It included \"tailoresses,<BR>plain and coarse sewing, shirt makers, book-fold- <BR>ers and stickers, capmakers, straw-workers, dress- <BR>makers, crimpers, fringe and lacemakers,\" and<BR>other trades open to women \"who were like op- <BR>pressed. \" The New York <I>Herald </I>reported \"about<BR>700 females generally of the most interesting<BR>age and appearance\" in attendance. The presi- <BR>dent of the meeting unfolded a pitiable condi- <BR>tion of affairs. She mentioned several employers<BR>by name who paid only from ten to eighteen cents<BR>a day, and she stated that, after acquiring skill<BR>in some of the trades and by working twelve</FONT><BR>\
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<TABLE class=main FRAME=\"BOX\" RULES=\"ALL\" BORDER=\"0\" CELLSPACING=\"0\" CELLPADDING=\"0\" style=\" width:286.2pt; height:471.8pt;\">\
<TR class=row>\
<TD class=cell ALIGN=\"LEFT\" VALIGN=\"TOP\" style=\" width:0.0pt; height:0.0pt;\">\
</TD>\
<TD class=cell ALIGN=\"LEFT\" VALIGN=\"TOP\" style=\" width:286.2pt; height:0.0pt;\">\
</TD>\
<TD class=cell ALIGN=\"LEFT\" VALIGN=\"TOP\" style=\" width:0.0pt; height:0.0pt;\">\
</TD>\
</TR>\
<TR class=row ALIGN=\"LEFT\" VALIGN=\"TOP\">\
<TD class=cell ALIGN=\"LEFT\" VALIGN=\"TOP\" style=\" width:0.0pt; height:36.7pt;\">\
</TD>\
<TD class=cell ALIGN=\"LEFT\" VALIGN=\"TOP\" style=\" width:286.2pt; height:36.7pt;\">\
<DIV class=block style=\" width:286.2pt; height:36.7pt;\">\
<DIV class=paragraph>\
</DIV>\
</DIV>\
</TD>\
<TD class=cell ALIGN=\"LEFT\" VALIGN=\"TOP\" style=\" width:0.0pt; height:36.7pt;\">\
</TD>\
</TR>\
<TR class=row ALIGN=\"LEFT\" VALIGN=\"TOP\">\
<TD class=cell ALIGN=\"LEFT\" VALIGN=\"TOP\" style=\" width:0.0pt; height:399.7pt;\">\
</TD>\
<TD class=cell ALIGN=\"LEFT\" VALIGN=\"TOP\" style=\" width:286.2pt; height:399.7pt;\">\
<DIV class=block style=\" width:286.2pt; height:399.7pt;\">\
<DIV class=paragraph style=\" padding:0.0pt 0.0pt 0.0pt 25.1pt; text-align:left;\">\
<SPAN class=font1>56</SPAN><SPAN class=font0>               </SPAN><SPAN class=font1>THE ARMIES OF</SPAN><BR>\
</DIV>\
<DIV class=paragraph style=\" padding:5.0pt 20.5pt 0.0pt 23.9pt; text-align:justify;\">\
<SPAN class=font1 style=\" line-height:14.8pt;\">the women workers of Massachusetts who first<BR>forced the legislature to investigate labor condi- <BR>tions and who aroused public sentiment to a pitch<BR>that finally compelled the enactment of laws for<BR>the bettering of their conditions. When the mill<BR>owners in Massachusetts demanded in 1846 that<BR>their weavers tend four looms instead of three, the<BR>women promptly resolved that \"we will not tend<BR>a fourth loom unless we receive the same pay per<BR>piece as on three. . . . This we most solemnly<BR>pledge ourselves to obtain.\"</SPAN><BR>\
</DIV>\
<DIV class=paragraph style=\" padding:0.1pt 21.4pt 0.0pt 23.4pt; text-align:justify; text-indent:11.4pt;\">\
<SPAN class=font1 style=\" line-height:14.8pt;\">In New York, in 1845, the Female Industry<BR>Association was organized at a large meeting<BR>held in the court house. It included \"tailoresses,<BR>plain and coarse sewing, shirt makers, book-fold- <BR>ers and stickers, capmakers, straw-workers, dress- <BR>makers, crimpers, fringe and lacemakers,\" and<BR>other trades open to women \"who were like op- <BR>pressed. \" The New York <I>Herald </I>reported \"about<BR>700 females generally of the most interesting<BR>age and appearance\" in attendance. The presi- <BR>dent of the meeting unfolded a pitiable condi- <BR>tion of affairs. She mentioned several employers<BR>by name who paid only from ten to eighteen cents<BR>a day, and she stated that, after acquiring skill<BR>in some of the trades and by working twelve</SPAN><BR>\
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